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Istook Introduces National Marriage Law 
 

  
Washington, D.C. –   Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK) together with 35 of his colleagues today 
introduced the “National Marriage Law.”   
 
“We need a national standard for marriage,” said Istook.  “The institution of marriage is too 
important to our families and to our society to let a few activist judges control this issue.”  
 
The National Marriage Law defines marriage in the United States for all purposes as consisting of 
solely the union of a man and a woman.  The bill also limits original jurisdiction, so only the U.S. 
Supreme Court could hear challenges to the law. 
 
Istook is also a co-sponsor of the Federal Marriage Amendment, a proposed amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution defining marriage as a union of one man and one woman. 
  
“I support the Federal Marriage Amendment, but amending the Constitution is a difficult, 
lengthy process,” said Istook.  “This is a backup plan.  We need to act now to protect this all-
important building block of our society, until we can get the stronger protection of a 
Constitutional amendment.”    
 
The Marriage Unity Law goes beyond the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) passed in 1996.   
DOMA was restricted to defining marriage for federal purposes only.  This bill would create a 
uniform national standard for marriage for all purposes.   
 
The text of the bill reads as follows: 
 

“Section 1.  Marriage in the United States 
 
(a) In General. –  
  Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman.   

 
(b)  Jurisdiction – 
 

 (1)  U.S. Supreme Court--The Supreme Court of the United States shall have original 
jurisdiction to hear and determine a claim arising under this section. 
 
(2)  Other courts--Except as provided in paragraph (1), no Federal or state court shall 
have jurisdiction to hear or determine a claim arising under this section.” 
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